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According to the Mississippi Agricultural Statistics Service, there were 3.0 days suitabie for fieldwork for the
weelk ending Mareh 10, 1996, The main farming activities for the week included planting com and caring for
Yivestock. Most producers are finding hay suppties critically short and winter pastures not producing what was
expected. Most producess are feading supplemental feed because of the shortage of hay and pasture. Hay supplies
were 84 percent very short, 15 percent short and 1 percent adequate. Feed grains were 44 percent very short,
54 percent shott and 2 percent adequate. Soil moisture conditions were rated | percent very short, 6 percent
short, 33 percent adequate and 60 percent surplus.

Progress In Percentages Conditions in Percentages
ltemn Event v\T.f::k @g‘k_w% i:’g gj;‘: Poor| Fair |Good! Exceflent
Cormn Flanted 8 —_ 1 1
Wheat Jointing 27 - {39 123 1 1 g oo isa4 8
Cattie 5 17 37 36 5
Pasture 13 26 40 18 3

County Agent Sommenis

“Some corn has been planted, We will see what this weekend's weather does to &t. Wheat looks good.”
-~ Don Respess, Bolivar County

“Cattle foed, especialfy hay, is critically short. Grain prices have shout reached levels that probibit feeding to
cattle. Swine producers also watched profits fafl as a resalt of high corn prices. Corn planting inteations are high.
Most cotton producers will plant Bt cotton this seasen.”

- Mike Howell, Cathoun County

“Hay supplies criticalty shost. Growth on winter forage crops are siow. Some fieldwork has begun: but was
stopped by rain on Wednesday aight.”

— Walter Alford, Montgomery County

“It has heen a long, hard winter. We experienced some increase in calf josses at birth. Hay supplies have
dwindled rapidiy. Pastures are not yet producing the winter grazing that was expected.”

— Ed Williams, Oktibbcha County

“Over 2 inches of rain and freezing temperatures will delay com planting, Cattle are coming out of winier in the
worst condition I've seen in many years."

— Clrick Grantham, Copiak County

"Rain and cold temperatures are further stressing cattle; especially with the very serious shortage of hay and
pasture siuation. Producers are having to supply additional supplemental feed. Production cost of cattle is rising;
warm weather is needed fo green up pastares. *

— Bill Maily, Hinds County

“Sleet, snow, and subfreezing temperatures have undone the two previous weeks of spring weather. Fruit trees
and blueberries were in full bloom. The two previous weeks of 70+ degree temperatures probably saved many
cows from dying because of poor condition.”

— Perry Lee, Simpsen County
“Wheat is jointing and i will be interesting to see how it stands this week’s cold weather.”

- Charles Fitts, Chickasaw County
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Weather Summary From Maréh 4, 1996 to March 10, v$98 For Mississippi

Ajr Temperature Precipitation TZ;:C;;?:Q Ave
District/Station e fﬂl‘-:;ain T P Pan
i / Anpat H
Max 1 Min _ Ave jMNorm DPN Days |Weeks Max | Min | Ave iEvap
1. Upper Delta
Clarksdale 74 17 41 50 -8 0.88 -0.6B 3 2.7 68 25 48
Clevegland 78 18 41 G.84 2 2.32
Tunica 78 12 38 49 -10 0.86 -0.B8 z 1.758 6% 42 2
Extteme/Average 76 13 40 48 -8 0.73 -0.BE& 2 2.28 65 38 50
2. North-Central
Holiy Springs 75 11 37 46 -6 1,13 -0.40 2 3.18 65 37 47
Memphis 74 18 a4 50 ~15 1.30 +0.09 2 3.92
Gxford 77 9 38 48 -8 1.43 -0.,07 2 2.70
Extreme/Avarage 77 G 37 48 -11 1,28 012 2 3.26 B8 37 47
3. Northeast
Bacneville 78 13 38 438 -11 2.18 +0.78 3 3.28
Corinth 78 14 3% 48 -1t 1.1 +0.44 2 3,27
luka 78 2 33 3.31 2 4.44
Pontotoc 78 13 38 493 -11 1.82 +0.48 2 4.21 a9 37 48 0.08
Tupelo 79 15 38 BC -12 1.03 -0.19 2 2.99
Verona ’
ExtremefAverage 79 g 38 48 =12 1.98 +0.70 2 3.83 69 37 43 008
4, Lower Deita
Belzoni a 14 42 62 -10 Q.27 -1.2B z 1.68 72 42 56
Greenwood aG 18 40 52 -1z 022 -1.01 2 .33
Aolling Fark 80 14 43 0,42 -1.04 2 1.38 75 44 57
Stoneville 20 19 87 40
Yazoo City a1 18 45 54 -8 0.bg -0.B4 2 .43
Extreme/Averags a1 14 43 53 S10 0.37 -1.04 2 1.18 78 40 56
g, Cenirat
Carthage
Jackson &0 16 41 &4 123 2,85 +1.89 2 3.91
Winona 78 12 43 48 -6 0.88 -0.83 2 1.64
Extreme/Average 80 12 42 B1 -9 1.81 +0.53 2 2.78
&, East-Central
Brooksville 81 19 47 3.04 +1.66 2 3.70
Colymbus 82 16 41 1.88 2 2.83
State University 80 13 43 E1 -8 1.80 +0.48 2 271 46 38 49
Extreme/Average 82 13 44 51 -7 226 +0.86 z 3.01 88 38 45
7. Southwast
Crystal Springs 78 16 48 z.71% 3 358 7C 44 57
Naichez 78 21 43 87 -8 2.78 +1.82 2z %.83
Qakiey 79 12 43 2.14 +0.83 3 2.74 72 33 B2
Vickshurg 78 17 43 Q.61 2 1.06
. Bxwreme/Average 79 12 45 87 -i2  2.08 +0.82 3 2.8 72 33 B4
3. South-Central
Columbia 82 20 48 B7 -10 158 +0.39 3 3.8%
McComb 78 18 45 55 -11 0.34 -0.45 1 1.98
ExtremefAverage a2 18 45 %] <11 Q.96 -0.02 2 2.82
2. Southeast
Bsaumuant 78 18 88 38
Hattiesburg 76 8 46 58 -1G 1.28 +0.25 3 5.80
Lauret
Maridian a1 i8 44 G =10 A4.65 +3.62 2 £.18
Newten 81 18 43 53 10 B0 +3.84 2 672 538 38 60  0.156
Extreme/Averags 81 i6 44 54 10 3.88 +2.57 2 5,84 /9 3% 50 0.18
10, Coastal
Bay 8t, Louls 81 25 B1 0.81 3 2.61
Biloxi 76 28 47 $.38 t 1,17
Guifport 76 22 Bt 58 -7 080 -0.44 1 2.18
Pascagoula
Poplarvilis 78 18 45 &7 =12 0.96 -0.16 2 4.81 71 50 B8 C.14
oExmemefAverage | 83 18 48 | B8 080881 082 2288 7150 .58 824
State 8% 9 43 53 10 1.88 +0.33 273067 98 33 TR 0.0
Abbreviations! DFN = Departure from Normal
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